THE  TALISMAN-MONGER         273

the artist half-a-year's labour. The stone is set in silver of
a floral design, with two loops or links, through which are
threaded strings of gold ending with tassels and a running
noose for fastening round the arm. Round the centre
stone are inlaid twenty-two rubies and emeralds, in alter-
nate order, eleven of each. These stories alone, though
they are not cut properly, are worth three times as much
as I gave for the whole thing. I made haste to tie the
Bcibcighuli round my biceps, more from fear of theft than
any superstitious motive, and promised not to part with it
in any circumstances; whereat my guide, sneering, said,
" May the devil give you a wide berth, yd-Moulai!" the
talisman-monger endorsing the wish by adding, " May it be
auspicious."

The wearing of a tugh, or silver chain, to which is
attached a silver bowl called kashkul, is confined to the
Shiahs. It is worn round the neck by many Persian boys,
and is changed every year until the boy is nine years old. By
the end of that time he has nine chains laid by. These are
sent, as propitiatory offerings, to the shrine of some saint,
that of Abbas in Kerbela being the most sacred. Thus it
comes about that a boy, so long as he wears the tugh, is
called "the dog of Abbas," and is said to be under the
special protection of that saintly man. I turned to my
guide. " How is it," said I, " that he is called Abbas's dog,
and not ' Allah's dog/ or, more becomingly still, c Allah's
child'?"

" I will answer you in a parable," replied Seyyid 'Alf.
" There was once a certain man who owned a flock of
sheep. Every morning, when he drove his flock out of the
fold to the pasture-land, he would say, ' O Abbas, keep
watch over my sheep, which I leave in your protection;'
and then he would go about his work until it was time to
drive the sheep home again. One day he was too busy to